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PHYSICIAN & TEACHER SPOKE 

HERE AT 1887 STATE ASSOC. OF 
COLORED TEACHERS MEETING 

ADVOCATING WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE. 
SPEECH IN NATIONAL NEWSPAPER. 

WILLIAM C. POMEROY FOUNDATION 2018 4 

CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

URBAN PLANNING AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION DIVISION 

STAFF REPORT 
Community Planning and Preservation Commission 

Non-Standard Marker Request 
Report to the Community Planning and Preservation Commission from the Urban Planning and Historic 
Preservation Division, Planning and Development Services Department, for Public Hearing and Executive 
Action scheduled for Tuesday, October 12, 2021, beginning at 2:00 p.m., in Council Chambers of City Hall, 
175 Fifth St. N., St. Petersburg, Florida. Everyone is encouraged to view the meetings on TV or online at 
www.stpete.org/meetings. 

Case No.: 21-90600001 

REQUEST: 
Review of a Non-Standard Marker to commemorate the Women's 
Suffrage march that took place during the Kermess Parade of March 
4, 1919. 

APPLICANT: National Collaborative for Women History Sites & William G. Pomeroy 
Foundation 

OWNER: 

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 

City of St. Petersburg 

Southeast corner of 6th St. and Central Ave. 

http://www.stpete.org/meetings


   
    
 

 

 
   

    
  

         
          

          
   

  
 

   
    

      
     

  

      
    

  
   

       

        
  

       
   

 

     
      

CPPC Case No.: MM21-90600001 
Page 2 of 8 

PROJECT OVERVIEW 
The National Collaborative for Women History Sites & William G. Pomeroy Foundation is requesting 
approval to install a non-standard, historic marker memorializing the Kermess Parade of 1919, where 
hundreds of suffragists marched in support of woman's right to vote. 

The marker will be a plaque 32 inches wide by 18 inches high on a seven-foot-tall pole with a dark purple 
frame, and is proposed for the southeast corner of 6th Street and Central Avenue. This is where the 
suffragists congregated the morning of the parade which was the designated suffrage section of the 
parade. City Engineering has given approval to install a marker in this location. 

REVIEW OF MARKERS AND MONUMENTS 
In 2001, City Council adopted an official policy regarding markers and monuments. Under the criteria of 
this policy, if the proposed marker is used to commemorate a historic event, building or person or group, 
it must be reviewed by the Community Planning and Preservation Commission (“CPPC”) for consistency 
with the adopted policy. In this role, the CPPC is reviewing the application to decide whether the event 
that is the subject of the proposed marker made a significant contribution to history at a local, state, or 
national level, and certify that the proposed text is historically accurate. 

A (Criteria) For the City of St. Petersburg to consider the placement of a marker or monument on public 
property, the following criterion must be met: 

1. To commemorate an Event, the event must have made a significant contribution to the history 
and culture at a local, regional, statewide, or national level. The location of the marker must 
have an association to the event or show just cause for its placement elsewhere within the City. 

On March 4, 1919, a Kermess Parade was held in St. Petersburg. Although this parade included marchers 
and entertainers from multiple organizations, the "suffrage section" of men, women, and children who 
gathered to support the cause of women's voting rights, contained hundreds of participants and would 
be remembered as the noteworthy cause of the day. The event drew attention to the call for woman 
suffrage. 

4. Text: the text must be accurate in describing the significance of the event, person, site or building. 
The Marker may not editorialize, be derogatory or offensive to other members of our community. 
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Figure 1: Proposed marker, design and text 

The proposed text makes the following statements: 

1. On March 4, 1919, 500 to 1,000 suffragists formed up at Sixth St and Central Ave to march in 
support of woman's right to vote. 

This information is verified by several newspaper articles from the St. Petersburg Times (Appendix C). 

2. All commemoration needs to be significant to the local culture and heritage of St. Petersburg. 

The proposed marker not would not only serve as a reminder of the importance of women gaining the 
right to vote, but highlight the role that citizen activists played in the passage of the 19th Amendment. 

B. (Program): Applications must designate the Marker program under which it will be reviewed. 

2. Non-Standard Marker Program: A Non-Standard Marker may be used if a citizen would like to 
Commemorate or Memorialize an event, person, or building, with a custom designed marker. 

• The applicant must coordinate all the design and manufacturing of the marker. 

The design and manufacturing of the marker will be funded by the William G. Pomeroy Foundation. 

• The applicant will be required to present the design, proposed text, location, and justification for 
the marker for review by Urban Planning and Historic Preservation staff. 

The proposed text is shown above in Figure 1. Additional information on the marker's design is included 
in the application (Appendix A). 

• The applicant will be responsible for all costs associated with the marker including the 
manufacture, construction, permitting, and maintenance fee. 

The applicant will furnish the marker, but the City will be responsible for costs for installation and 
maintenance. 
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• When the marker is associated with an historic Event, Building, or Person, the application shall be 
reviewed by the CPPC and if the building is a local landmark, the applicant will also require COA 
approval. 

The proposed marker will not be installed within a local historic landmark. Therefore, no COA is required. 

Figure 2: Area of proposed location at southeastern corner of intersection of Central Ave. and 6th St. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
The CPPC is certifying the proposed marker’s historic accuracy and overall importance to St. Petersburg’s 
local history and heritage. City Administration and Staff find that the proposed marker meets the criteria 
for the City’s Markers and Monuments Policy and recommends the Community Planning and Preservation 
Commission APPROVE the contents of the marker. 



 

 
 

 

  
  

Appendix A: 
Markers and Monuments Application 



,‘. Cily of St. Petersburg

II 1) Development Services

\
Department of Urban Design &

Historic Preservation

Monuments and
Markers Policy

Checklist

Review Process
U UDHP Staff
U HPC
U CA Staff
U Arts Commission
U Gifts Panel
O State Marker Program

Departments Involved
U Parks
U Traffic Engineering
o Utility
0 Other
0 Other

Approved

Signature Date

Conditions

City of St. Petersburg, P.O. Box 2842, St. Petersburg 33713 (727)893-7153
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Appendix B: 
Authorization from Engineering Department 



 

 

City of St. Petersburg 
P.O. Box 2842 
St. Petersburg, FL 33731-2842 

 
September 20, 2021 
 
 
William G. Pomeroy Foundation 
492 E. Brighton Ave. 
Syracuse, NY 13210 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 
I, Brejesh Prayman, Director of Engineering & Capital Improvements for the City of St. Petersburg, 
give the National Coalition for Woman’s History Sites permission to install a Suffrage Centennial 
Marker in honor of the women suffragists who marched at the 1914 Kermess Parade, within the 
City’s Right of Way on the southeastern corner of Central Avenue and 6th Street. This approval is 
contingent upon receipt of funding from The William G. Pomeroy Foundation and approval from 
the Community Planning and Preservation Commission. Please contact me if you have questions 
or concerns. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Brejesh Prayman, P.E., Director 
Engineering & Capital Improvements 
 
 
cc: Elizabeth Abernethy, Planning & Development Services 
 Derek Kilborn, Planning & Development Services 
 Evan Birk, Engineering & Capital Improvements 
 ECID Records 
 
 
 



   
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

Appendix C: 
Research 
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